Glossary
Selected Laser Definitions
¥ Aperture-opening that radiation can pass through
¥ Divergence-the angle at which the laser beam spreads
¥ Energy-capacity for doing work

¥ Infrared radiation-consists of wavelengths ranging from 0.7 micrometers (um) to 1 millimeter (mm)

¥ Joule-a unit of energy

¥ Laser-acronym for Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation

¥ LSO-laser safety officer

¥ MPE-maximum permissible exposure. It is the level of laser radiation to which an unprotected worker may be exposed without suffering hazardous biological effects.

¥ NHZ-nominal hazard zone. It is the space within which the level of laser radiation exceeds the MPE

¥ Power-rate at which energy is delivered to target

¥ Prf-pulse repetition frequency

¥ Protective housing-enclosure that surrounds and contains the laser

¥ Pulsed laser-a laser that delivers energy either in a single pulse or multiple pulses.

¥ Radiant exposure-surface density of energy received by target and is expressed in units of joules per square centimeters.

¥ Specular reflection-mirrorlike reflections

¥ Transmission-passage of optical radiation through matter 

¥ Ultraviolet radiation-consists of wavelengths ranging from 0.1 to 0.4 um

¥ Visible radiation-consists of wavelengths ranging from 0.4 to 0.7 um

¥ Watt-unit of power. 1 watt equals 1 joule/second

¥ Wavelength-distance between two successive points on a periodic wave. 

